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SPEECH. 


The  House  being  in  ConnnniHee  of  ,he  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  resuming  the 

constderation  of  the  California  question,  the  President's  message  in  relation  to  that  subject  being 
before  the  committee —  ^ 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said— 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  make  some  apology  to  the  committee 
or  the  desultory  nature  of  the  remarks  I  may  make,  by  stating  the  fact,  that  I 
speak  without  premeditation,  in  order  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  now 
offered;  but  I  shall  now  proceed  to  address  the  committee. 

The  subject  before  us  is  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
ransmi  mg  information  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
A  December,  1849,  in  relation  to  California  and  New  Mexico. 

^  ‘his  subject  with 

a  0  ness  and  freedom  which  should  characterize  the  discussion  of  great 

public  questions  by  an  American  statesman,  I  do  not  desire  to  say  any  thing 
personally  unkind  or  discourteous  to  those  who  may  differ  from  me.  I  must! 
owever,  in  the  'first  place,  declare  my  decisive  dissent  from  the  extreme 
opinions  which  have  been  expressed  on  either  side  of  this  Hall,  and  avow  my- 
se  in  avor  of  justice,  moderation,  the  Union,  and  the  preservation  of  our 
republican  constitutional  liberty.  I  shrink  from  no  opinions  I  have  heretofore 
expressed.  I  stand  by  my  speeches  made  during  the  two  sessions  of  the  last 
ongress,  upon  all  the  points  and  questions  therein  discussed.  And  to  those 
who  wish  to  know  more  fully,  and  in  detail,  all  my  opinions  upon  the  great  po- 
itical  questions  which  have  agitated  us  during  my  service  in  Congress,  I  res- 
lectfuily  refer  to  what  I  have  heretofore  said,  as  the  true  exposition  of  views, 
ind  the  determinations  of  mj  best  judgment. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  in  the  present  year,  the  President’s  special  mes- 
age,^  now  under  consideration,  was  sent  to  us.  That  message,  and  the  accom¬ 
panying  documents,  forming  a  volume  of  nearly  1,000  pages,  have  but  recently 
,  een  printed  and  laid  upon  our  tables.  But  the  same  has  been  under  discus- 
ion  or  several  months,  and  I  have  listened  to  the  violent  and  angry  debates 
pon  this  subject,  until  my  patience  has  been  tried  to  the  utmost,  and  my  heart 

ie  wlnrof  I*'*  moderation,  the  want  of  a  generous  forbearance, 

of  mutual  respect  and  courtesy,  sometimes  exhibited  in  our  proceed- 
'igs  in  this  House.  ^ 
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During  the  early  part  of  this  session  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Venable,)  who  has  just  addressed  the  committee,  in  a  speech  character¬ 
ized  by  his  usual  ardor,  and  too  highly  wrought,  in  my  opinion,  when  describ¬ 
ing  what  he  termed  the  aggressions  of  the  North  in  relation  to  negro  slavery, — 
charged  all  those  from  the  North,  who  voted  for  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in 
the  Territories,  as  disunioiiists,  if  I  correctly  understood  him;  and  if  I  was 
mistaken,  I  shall  even  now  be  most  happy  to  be  corrected.  It  was  my  inten¬ 
tion,  at  that  time,  to  have  entered  my  protest  against  this  wholesale  denuncia¬ 
tion  of  Northern  men  and  Northern  representatives,  and  to  have  denounced  it, 
as  I  now  do,  as  an  unfounded  and  unwarranted  calumny,  against  a  large  portion 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  who  are  as  intelligent  and  patriotic,  and  as  truly 
devoted  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  as  the  people  of  any  section  of  the 
United  States. 

Sir,  this  wholesale  denunciation  of  a  great  section  of  the  Union,  is  as  much 
at  war  with  the  true  spirit  of  our  Government,  and  the  mutual  forbearance  and 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  good  men  at  the  North,  as  are  some  of  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Howe,)  who  has  just  ad¬ 
dressed  the  committee.  I  dissent  from  him  and  his  colleague  (Mr.  Stevens) 
in  their  desire  to  draw  a  cordon  of  free  States  around  the  slaveholding  States, 
with  the  view  of  forcing  the  owners  of  negroes  into  a  gradual  and  prospective 
emancipation.  I  entertain  no  such  opinion,  and  give  no  vote  here  which  may 
'  exclude  slavery  from  the  new  Territories  with  the  view  of  forcing  my  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  South  to  emancipate  their  slaves.  My  votes,  heretofore  given 
to  exclude  slavery  from  Oregon  and  California,  were  given  with  the  most  sin- 
.  cere  and  patriotic  desire  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  peopl^.  North 
and  South,  East  and  West. 

I  could  not  but  recollect  that,  as  early  as  1784,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  others,  in 
framing  a  plan  for  the  government  of  the  Western  territory,  extending  from  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude  to  our  northern  limits,  proposed  to  prohibit 
slavery,  after  1800,  in  the  ten  States  which  he  desired  to  establish.  These  ; 
States  would  have  occupied  the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi,  commencing  , 
about  the  northern  line  of  West  Florida,  and  embracing  all  the  western  country  : 
that  had  been  or  might  be  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  original  thirteen 
States.  And  my  votes  in  reference  to  our  own  Territories,  were  given,  to  ex¬ 
clude  slavery  from  them,  with  no  desire  to  prevent  any  Southern  man  from 
emigrating  thither,  but  to  promote  the  true  interests  of  Southern  and  Northern 
men.  Each  might  emigrate  upon  exact  equality;  and  surely  this  is  justice. 

No,  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States,  or  in  any  way 
to  abridge  or  compromit  the  rights  of  those  who  own  slaves  under  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States.  The  relation  of  master  and  slave  should  be  left 
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where  the  Constitution  left  it— to  be  regulated,  upheld,  or  abolished  by  the 
people  of  the  several  States  in  which  it  exists.  There  can  be  no  other  safe  rule 
of  conduct,  and  no  other  just  observance  of  the  provisions  of  our  Constitution, 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  whenever  we,  as  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  t'r.ited  States,  speak  or  act  in  reference  to  slavery  in  the  States.  Sir,  I 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  are  fully  competent  to  take  care 
of  this  subject  for  themselves;  and,  for  one,  I  do  not  wish  to  intermeddle  with 
it.  1  have  no  doubt,  that  whether  we  consider  negro  slavery’ as  it  exists  in  the 
United  States  as  a  great  curse,  as  it  is'  esteemed  by  many,  or  as  a  political 
blessing,  as  many  others  maintain;— that  the  people  amongst  whom  it  exists  are 
the  true  judges;  and,  from  their  information  about  it,  their  daily  oversight  of  it, 
and  their  admitted  intelligence,  humanity,  and  patriotism,  they  are  enabled  to 
decide  whether  it  is  best  for  the  two  races — the  white  and  black — as  they  ex¬ 
isted  at  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  and  as  they  now  exist— to  con¬ 
tinue  in  their  present  relation  to  each  other. 

These  matters  I  cheerfully  commit  to  them;  and,  so  long  as  they  are  satisfied 
with  this  relation  in  the  States  where  it  now  exists,  I  do  not  think  it  is  our 
business  to  intermeddle  with  it.  Time  and  a  free  interchange  of  opinions,  and 
that  great  teacher,  experience,  will  solve  the  difficulties  that  may  exist;  and 
I  am  content  to  leave  the  subject  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  best  qualified 
to  judge  of  it.  Above  all,  sir,  as  a  Whig,  here  in  my  place  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  I  wish  to  disclaim  any  and  all  desire  amongst  those  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  to  force  their  opinions  on  this  subject  upon  the  slaveholding 
States,  or  force  those  who  own  slaves  to  emancipate  them.  Emancipation'^ 
gradual  and  prospective  even,  if  ever  accomplished  in  any  of  the  Southern 
slaveholding  States,  will  not  be,  and  cannot  be  accomplished  by  force;  but  in 
time  may  be,  by  an  enlightened  public  opinion,  rendered  efficient  and  strong 
by  the  higher  and  nobler  impulses  of  religion  and  humanity  operating  on  the 
minds  of  the  slave-owners  themselves.  And  I  do  not  wish  to  entertain  or  ex¬ 
press  any  other  than  the  kindest  feelings  of  friendship  and  regard  for  my  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  Southern  States.  They  are  our  brethren,  and  towards  them,  as 
well  as  towards  the  citizens  of  the  North,  I  cherish  none  other  than  the  best 
wishes  for  their  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  relation  to  what  I  deem  some  of  the  extreme  opin¬ 
ions  on  both  sides  of  this  question,  I  now  wish  to  caU  the  attention  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  to  the  wholesale  denunciations  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
his  official  conduct  in  relation  to  the  Territories  of  California  and  New  Mexico 
We  hear  repeated,  day  by  day  in  this  Hall,  and  the  opposition  press  of  the 
country  reiterates  the  charge,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  been 
guilty  of  a  usurpation  of  power,  and  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  in  doinv 
what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  in  relation  to  those  Territories 
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In  answer  to  this,  I  wish  to  read  to  the  committee  an  extract  from  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  special  message  upon  this  subject. 

It  will  be  recollected  thit  a  resolution  passed  this  House,  at  the  instance  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Venable,)  on  the  31st  December 
last,  making  numerous  and  strict  inquiries  of  the  President  in  reference  to  the 
Territories  of  California  and  New  Mexico.  And,  in  answer  to  this  resolution, 
the  message  and  documents  now  before  us  give  full  and  truthful  information. 

The  President,  amongst  other  things  in  this  message,  says: 


“On  coming  into  office,  I  found  the  military  commandant  of  the  department  of  California 
exercising  the  functions  of  civil  governor  in  that  Territory;  and  left,  as  I  was,  to  act  under  the 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  without  the  aid  of  any  legislative  provision  establishing  a  govern¬ 
ment  in  that  Territory,  I  thought  it  best  not  to  disturb  that  arrangement,  made  under  my  pre¬ 
decessor,  until  Congress  should  take  some  action  on  that  subject.  I  therefore  did  not  interfere 
with  the  powers  of  the  military  commandant,  who  continued  to  exercise  the  functions  of  civil 
governor  as  before;  but  1  made  no  such  appointment,  conferred  no  such  authority,  and  have 
allowed  no  increased  compensation  to  the  commandant  for  his  services. 

“With  a  view  to  the  faithful  execution  of  the  treaty,  so  far  as  lay  in  the  power  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive,  and  to  enable  Congress  to  act,  at  the  present  session,  with  as  full  knowledge  and  as  little 
difficulty  as  possible,  on  all  matters  of  interest  in  these  Territories,  I  sent  the  honorable  Thomas 
Butler  King  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  California,  and  certain  officers  to  California  and  New 
Mexico,  whose  duties  are  particularly  defined  in  the  accompanying  letters  of  instruction,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  them  severally  by  the  proper  departments, 

“I  did  not  hesitate  to  express  to  the  people  of  those  Territories  my  desire,  that  each  Territbry 
should,  if  prepared  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
form  a  plan  of  a  State  constitution,  and  submit  the  same  to  Congress,  with  a  prayer  for  admis¬ 
sion  into  the  Union  as  a  State;  but  I  did  not  anticipate,  suggest,  or  authorize  the  establishment 
of  any  such  government  without  the  assent  of  Congress;  nor  did  I  authorize  any  government 
agent  or  officer  to  interfere  with,  or  exercise  any  influence  or  control  over,  the  election  of  dele¬ 
gates,  or  over  any  convention,  in  making  or  modifying  their  domestic  institutions,  or  any  of 
the  provisions  of  their  proposed  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  the  instructions  given  by  my 
orders  were,  that  all  measures  of  domestic  policy  adopted  by  the  people  of  California  must 
originate  solely  with  themselves;  that  while  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  was  desirous  to 
protect  them  in  the  formation  of  any  government  republican  in  its  character,  to  be,  at  the  proper 
time,  submitted  to  Congress,  yet  it  was  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  plan  of  such  a  gov¬ 
ernment  must,  at  the  same  time,  be  the  result  of  their  own  deliberate  choice,  and  originate  with 
themselves,  without  the  interference  of  the  Executive. 

“I  am  unablb  to  give  any  information  as  to  laws  passed  by  any  supposed  government  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  or  of  any  census  taken  in  either  of  the  Territories  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  as  I  have 
no  information  on  those  subjects. 

“As  already  stated,  I  have  not  disturbed  the  arrangements  which  I  found  had  existed  under 
my  predecessor. 

“In  advising  an  early  application  by  the  people  of  these  Territories  for  admission  as  States, 
I  was  actuated  principally  by  an  earnest  desire  to  afford  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Con¬ 
gress  the  opportunity  of  avoiding  occasions  of  bitter  and  angry  dissensions  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States.” 


Thus  showing,  conclusively,  that  when  he  came  into  office  on  the  4th  March, 
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1849,  he  found  the  civil  and  military  governor,  appointed  by  the  late  President 
Polk,  exercising  the  functions  of  civil  governor  of  California.  That  he  did  not 
disturb  this  arrangement  of  his  predecessor.  And  the  President  affirms,  that 
he  made  no  such  appointment,  conferred  no  such  authority,  and  had  allowed 
no  increased  compensation  to  the  commandant  for  his  serviqee.  ^ 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  there  any  usurpation  in  this  } 

Left  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  was,  under  the  treaty  of  Guada¬ 
lupe  Hidalgo,  without  the  aid  of  any  legislative  provision,  establishino-  a  gov¬ 
ernment  in  California,  what  better  could  he  do,  than  to  continue  the  military 
commandant  of  that  department  in  the  exercise  of  the  civil  authority  with 
which  he  was  clothed  under  the  prior  administration.  Then,  sir,  I  say,  in  this, 
there  was  no  usurpation  of  power  by  the  President.  *  ^ 


He  further  informs  this  House,  that  with  a  view  to  the  faithful  execution  of 
the  treaty ,  so  far  as  lay  in  the  power  of  the  Executive,  and  to  enable  Congress 
to  act  at  the  present  session,  with  as  full  knowledge,  and  as  little  difficulty  as 
possible,  on  all  matters  of  interest  in  these  Territories,  that  he  sent  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Butler  King,  as  bearer  of  despatches,  to  California,  and  certain  other 
officers  to  California  and  New  Mexico,  whose  duties  were  defined  in  their  let¬ 
ters  of  instructions.  These  letters  are  transmitted  to  this  House.  And  upon^ 
looking  over  them  carefully,  and  particularly  the  letter  addressed  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  to  Mr.  King,  dated  at  Washington,  April  3d,  1849,  I  am  unable 
to  discover  any  usurpation  of  power,  or  attempt  at  usurpation,  on  the  part  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States 

Provision  had  been  made  by  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  for  the  admission  of 
these  Territories  into  the  Union  as  States  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  was  bound  to  protect  the  inhabitants  residing  in  them 
in  the  free  and  entire  enjAyment  of  their  lives,  their  liberty,  and  property,  and 

in  the  exercise  of  their  civil  and  religion:,  rights.  I  ask  attention  to  these  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  treaty ;  ^ 


Article  8.-Mexicans  now  established  in  territories  previously  belonging  to  Mexico,  and 
which  remain  for  the  future  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as  defined  by  the  present 
treaty,  shall  he  free  to  continue  where  they  now  reside,  or  to  remove  at  any  time  to  the  Mex 
.can  republic,  retaining  the  property  which  they  possess  in  the  said  territories,  or  disposin<r 

thereof,  and  removing  the  proceeds  wherever  they  please,  without  their  being  suWected  on 
this  account,  to  any  contribution,  tax,  or  charge  whatever.  ’ 


‘  Those  who  shall  prefer  to  remain  in  the  said  territories  may  either  retain  the  title  and  rights 
I  citizens,  or  acquire  those  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  But  they  shall  be  under 

he  obligation  to  make  their  election  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  exchan-e  of  ratifica- 
lonsof  this  treaty;  and  those  who  shall  remain  in  the  said  territories  after  the  expiration  of 
hat  year,  without  having  declared  their  intention  to  retain  the  character  of  Mexicans  shall  ‘be 
onsidered  to  have  elected  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 


“  In  the  said  territories,  property  of  every  kind,  now  belonging  to  Mexicans  not  established 
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I  here,  shall  be  inviolably  respected.  The  present  owners,  the  heirs  of  these,  and  all  Mexicans 
who  may  hereafter  acquire  said  property  by  contract,  shall  enjoy,  with  respect  to  it,  guaranties 
.qually  ample  as  if  the  same  belonged  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

“  Article  9. — The  Mexicans  who,  in  the  territories  aforesaid,  shall  not  preserve  the  char¬ 
acter  of  citizens  of  the  Mexican  republic,  conformably  with  what  is  stipulated  in  the  preceding 
irticle,  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  pos- 
ible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  In  the  mean  time,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  their  property,  and  the  civil  rights  now  vested  in  them  according 
to  the  Mexican  laws.  With  respect  to  political  rights,  their  condition  shall  be  on  an  equality 
with  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  at  least  equally 
good  as  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas,  when  these  provinces,  by  trans¬ 
fer  from  the  French  republic  and  the  crown  of  Spain,  became  territories  of  the  United  States.” 

You  are  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  though  this  House  passed  a  bill  at  the 
last  session  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  for  California,  that  it  did  not 
pass  the  Senate ;  and  thus  both  California  and  New  Mexico  were  left  as  we 
received  them  by  the  treaty  with  Mexico.  Congress  did,  however,  so  far  aid 
the  Executive  as  to  extend  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  over  the 
territory  and  waters  of  Upper  California ;  and  certain  mail  facilities  were  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  same  Territory.  And  whatever  the  President  could  do,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  treaty,  under  the  Constitution  and  the  acts  of  Congress,  to  give  the 
people  of  those  Territories  civil  government  and  protection,  it  was  his  duty  to 
perform.  In  sending  Mr.  King,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  to  convey  assurances  to  the  people  of  that  country,  of  the  desire  of  the 
President  to  extend  to  them  all  the  aid  in  his  power  to  secure  their  peace  and 
happiness,  surely  there  w^as  no  usurpation.  Mr.  King  was  instructed,  that 
whatever  form  of  government  might  be  adopted  by  them  with  a  view  of  sub¬ 
mitting  the  same  to  Congress,  must  originate  solely  with  themselves  ;  and  this 
Ibrm  of  government  must  be  adopted  by  them  without  the  interference  of  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States. 

The  laws  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  as  they  existed  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty,  remained  in  force  in  those  Territories ;  and  there  was  no  usurpa¬ 
tion  in  the  efforts  of  the  President  to  co-operate  with  the  friends  of  order  and 
good  government,  to  uphold  the  new  relations  of  the  people  of  those  Territo¬ 
ries  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  King  expressly  disclaims 
any  interference  on  his  part  to  induce  the  people  of  California  to  adopt  any 
particular  plan  or  scheme  for  their  State  Constitution.  And  whatever  has  been 
done  by  those  people,  evidently  originated  with  themselves  ;  and  the  only  in¬ 
quiry  we  can  now  make  in  reference  to  their  constitution  is,  whether  it  is  re¬ 
publican  in  its  character.  ^ 

I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  republican  in  its  character.  And  I  am 
now  ready  and  willing  to  vote  for  the  admission  of  California  into  the  Union 
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as  one  of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy,  with  her  constitution  as  her  people 
have  formed  it,  and  with  the  limits  and  boundaries  therein  desiffnated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  frank  and  manly  avowal  of  the  President,  that,  ^‘in  ad¬ 
vising  an  early  application  by  the  people  of  California  and  New  Mexico  for  ad¬ 
mission  as  States,  he  was  actuated  principally  by  an  earnest  desire  to  afford 
to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Congress  the  opportunity  of  avoiding  occasions 
of  bitter  and  angry  discussions  among  the  people  of  the  United  States,’’  should 
commend  his  action  in  reference  to  these  Territories  to  the  generous  and  kind 
consideration  of  all  intelligent  and  good  men  throughout  the  country.  And  I 
must  now  say  to  this  committee,  that,  if  the  question  is  forced  upon  me,  I  shall 
vote  to  exclude  slavery  from  all  the  territories  acquired  from  Mexico;  but  I 
concur  in  the  views  so  ably  presented  this  morning  on  this  subject,  by  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  and  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  John  A.  King,)  in 
a  speech  which  did  him  honor,  and  in  support  of  the  wise  and  patriotic  policy 
recommended  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  have  been  ready  for 
months  to  admit  California,  and  to  give  a  seat  in  the  House  to  the  Delegate 
from  New  Mexico,  who  (as  I  was  told  to-day  by  that  gentleman  himself)  rep¬ 
resents  about  ninety  thousand  inhabitants,  principally  native  Mexicans  and 
Americans,  and  comprising  some  five  or  six  thousand  Indians.  Sir,  whilst  we 
have  properly  admitted  Delegates  upon  this  floor  from  Oregon  and  Minesota, 
whose  populations  are  small  compared  with  that  of  New  Mexico,  we  have  de¬ 
layed  action  in  relation  to  the  Delegate  duly  accredited  to  us  by  New  Mexico, 
until  he  deems  it  his  duty  to  return  to  his  constituents  and  report  to  them  his 
entire  failure  to  receive  from  this  Congress  the  usual  courtesy  extended  to  Ter¬ 
ritorial  Delegates! 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  well  for  us  to  recur 
to  what  was  said  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  his  annual  message, 
dated  11th  December,  1849  In  that  message,  amongst  many  other  admirable 
recommendations,  the  President  said: 

“No  civil  government  having  been  provided  by  Congress  for  California,  the  people  of. that 
Territory,  impelled  by  the  necessities  of  their  political  condition,  recently  met  in  Conven¬ 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  constitution  and  State  government,  which  the  latest  advices 
give  me  reason  to  suppose  has  been  accomplished ;  and  it  is  believed  they  will  shortly  apply 
for  the  admission  of  California  into  the  Union  as  a  sovereign  State.  Should  such  be  the  case, 
and  should  their  constitution  be  conformable  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  I  recommend  their  application  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  people  of  New  Mexico  will  also,  it  is  believed,  at  no  very  distant  period,  present  them¬ 
selves  for  admission  into  the  Union.  Preparatory  to  the  admission  of  California  and  New 
Mexico,  the  people  of  each  will  have  instituted  for  themselves  a  republican  form  of  government, 
laying  its  foundations  in  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.’ 

By  awaiting  their  action,  all  causes  of  uneasiness  may  be  avoided,  and  confidence  and  kind 
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feeling  preserved.  With  a  view  of  maintaining  the  harmony  and  tranquillity  so  dear  to  all, 
we  should  abstain  from  the  introduction  of  those  exciting  topics  of  a  sectional  character  which 
have  hitherto  produced  painful  apprehensions  in  the  public  mind ;  and  I  repeat  the  solemn 
warning  of  the  first  and  most  illustrious  of  my  predecessors,  against  furnisliing  ‘  any  ground 
for  characterizing  parties  by  geographical  discriminations.’  ” 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  there  not  true  wisdom,  far-seeing  sagacity, 
and  the  most  comprehensive  and  enlarged  patriotism,  in  this  recommendation.? 
The  most  exciting  topics  of  a  sectional  character  have  been  discussed  here  for 
nearly  six  months,  producing  sometimes  painful  apprehensions;  and  nothing  is 
yet  done  to  carry  out  this  wise  recommendation  of  the  President,  and  very 
little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  public  business.  I  wash  my  hands  of  all 
blame  in  this  neglect  of  the  public  business;  for,  having  been  a  constant  attend¬ 
ant  here— -not  having  lost  a  day  since  the  commencement  of  the  session — I 
have  been  ready  and  willing,  at  all  times,  to  lend  my  aid,  in  any  practicable 
mode,  to  carry  out  the  judicious  recommendations  of  the  President,  and  by 
prompt  action  to  promote  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  now  leave  this  subject,  and  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity 
to  refer  to  some  other  subjects,  to  which  I  may  with  propriety  allude,  whilst 
we  are  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Amongst  other  things,  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  difficuldes  encountered  by  the 
Whig  party,  by  the  friends  of  the  present  Administration,  in  the  organization 
of  this  House.  I  disown  any  share  in  those  delays  and  difficulties,  brought 
about,  as  I  believe,  by  the  unwise  action  of  some  members  on  this  floor,  sent 
here  by  Whig  constituents,  and  with  whose  co-operation  we  might  have  elect¬ 
ed  a  Whig  Speaker,  and  have  secured  a  Whig  organization.  But  we  were 
met  with  indirect  opposition  to  the  honorable  and  highly  distinguished  gentle¬ 
man  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Winthrop,)  our  candidate  for  the  Speakership; 
and  thus  the  power  of  this  House  was  arraigned  against  a  Whig  President, 
contrary,  in  my  opinion  and  judgment,  to  the  will  and  feelings  of  the  great 
body  of  the  American  people.  Let  those  who  assumed  this  great  responsibility,  j 
and  whose  course  has  thus  far  delayed  the  public  business,  bear  the  blame  ; 
that  may  justly  fall  upon  Congress  for  any  evils  that  may  befall  the  country  by  | 
this  untoward  result.  It  is  undoubted!}^  true,  that  if  those  who  were  sent  ' 
here  by  Whig  constituents  had  with  generosity,  moderation,  and  wisdom,  co-  j 
operated  in  our  organization,  we  might  ere  this  have  carried  out  many  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  President,  or,  at  least,  might  have  considered  and  acted  , 
upon  them. 

1  am  rejoiced  to  have  an-  opportunity  of  adverting  to  the  statesmanlike  re¬ 
commendations  contained  in  the  President’s  annual  Message,  relative  to  agri-  i 
culture,  commerce,  manufactures,  and  various  other  subjects;  and  especially 
to  his  recommendation  in  relation  to  the  existing  tariff.  I 
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He  there  avows  that  great  Whig  principle,  so  much  canvassed  in  our  elec¬ 
tions,  and  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  our  country,  that  it  is  the  right 
and  duty  of  Congress  to  encourage  domestic  industry,  which  is  the  great  source 
of  national,  as  well  as  of  individual  wealth,  and  prosperity.”  And  he  strongly 
recommends  that  a  system  of  specific  duties  be  adopted,  as  best  calculated  to 
ensure  2.  encouragement  and  protection  to  American  industry  and  labor. 
Surely,  sir,  this  recommendation  of  the  President,  made  at  the  commencement 
of  our  session,  should  long  since  have  commanded  our  careful  attention;  but 
in  the  never  ending  discussions  in  relation  to  negro  slavery,  this  and  other  wise 
recommendations  of  the  President,  have  been  left  to  slumber,  forgotten  in  the 
recesses  of  the  committee  rooms.  From  this  gross  neglect  of  the  public  busi¬ 
ness  I  clear  myself.  Those  who  have  the  power  in  this  and  the  other  branch 

of  Congress  have  taken,  and  they  must  bear,  the  responsibility  of  this  almost 
criminal  neglect. 

Sir,  I  have  been  ready  for  months  to  take  up  the  important  subjects,  which 
should  be  acted  upon,  and  dispose  of  them  in  the  way  best  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  prosperity  and  interests  of  the  w'hole  country.  As  this  debate  is 
about  to  close,  I  trust  that  we  shall  immediately  proceed  to  something  practi¬ 
cal;  especially  a  revision  of  the  Tariff,  and  to  pass  the  annual  appropriation 
bills,  several  of  which  have  never  even  been  reported,  although  it  lacks  less 
than  a  month  of  the  expiration  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  great  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  country,  especially  the  iron  interest,  in  which  so  vast  a  num- 
er  of  the  people  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States  are  interested,  need 
the  prompt  and  efficient  action  of  Congress,  to  protect  our  American  labor 
against  the  overgrown  capitalists  and  pauper  labor  of  Europe. 

I  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  many  of  the  most  valuable  recommendations  in 
the  annual  message  of  the  President  will  be  pretermitted  by  Con<.ress,  durino- 
the  present  session,  under  the  allegation  that  until  the  slavery  questions  are  dis^ 
posed  of,  no  other  subjects  can  command  the  attention  of  the  People’s  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  And  I  know,  also,  that  the  President  is  daily  abused  by  a  violent 
party  opposition,  and  by  some  of  the  mercenary  prints  of  the  country— not  only 
for  his  honest  recommendation  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but  even 
now,  because  he  does  not,  as  is  alleged,  co-operate  with  those  in  Congress, 
who  seek  a  different  and  more  comprehensive  mode  of  adjustment  of  our  Ter¬ 
ritorial  difficultms.  Sir,  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  President  to 
mdeavor,  by  his  executive  position  and  influence,  to  mould  the  action  of  Con- 
jress,  or  to  dictate  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  what  is  best  to 
le  done.  All  he  can  do  is,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  information  to  Congress  of 
he  State  of  the  Union,  and  to  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures 
IS  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient.  This  he  has  done,  I  believe.  And 
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I  will  venture  to  say,  that  if  Congress  should,  in  considering  the  state  of  the 
Union  and  the  President’s  recommendation,  adopt  a  plan  of  adjusting  our  terri¬ 
torial  questions,  differing  from  the  one  he  recommends,  yet  reasonable,  prac¬ 
tical,  and  constitutional — that  no  one  would  more  cheerfully  approve  and  adopt 
it,  than  the  President  himself.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  he  must  be  a  poor  ob¬ 
server  of  passing  events  at  the  seat  of  Government,  who  does  not  see  the 
strongest  evidences  that  the  greatest  difficulties  in  adjusting  all  these  territorial 
questions,  arise  from  the  schemes  and  machinations  of  part}^,  and  the  desperate 
efforts  of  politicians  to  break  down  the  present  Whig  Administration.  I  greatly 
regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  believe  that^such  is  the  fact.  Many  of  the  most 
eminent  Whigs  of  our  country — men  who  would  fill  with  honor  and  pre-eminent 
distinction  any  office — propose  a  new  and  different  plan  from  that  recommend¬ 
ed  six  months  ago  by  the  President.  I  know  their  patriotism  and  respect 
their  motives;  but  this  very  fact  is  seized  upon  by  violent  men  of  the  opposi¬ 
tion,  to  show,  as  they  think,  to  the  people,  that  President  Taylor’s  Administra¬ 
tion  is  unpopular;  and  they  almost  revel  in  the  hope,  that  what  they  esteem 
an  important  dissension  amongst  the  Whigs,  may  lead  to  a  total  destruction  of 
the  Whig  party.  Sir,  in  my  humble  judgment,  they  are  greatly  mistaken. 
Whigs  always  claim  the  right  to  differ,  and  to  present  their  own  plans  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  country,  when  great  national  questions  are  mooted,  or  great 
national  difficulties  are  to  be  adjusted.  And  whilst  I  disclaim  any  prejudice  or 
imputation  of  improper  motives  against  those  who  arraign  the  President’s  re¬ 
commendation,  I  must  here  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
there  are  ‘‘bleeding  wounds”  in  the  country  which  the  President  is  unwilling 
to  heal,  so  far  as  may  be  in  his  power.  No,  sir,  I  believe  the  President  is 
actuated  by  pure,  patriotic,  and  disinterested  motives,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties.  And  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  placed  him  in  the 
chief  executive  chair,  have  entire  confidence  in  his  fidelity,  his  patriotism,  and 
capacity  to  discharge  the  high  trust  committed  to  his  care. 

Sir,  the  daily  appeals  made  to  us  to  heal  the  distracted  counsels  of  the  coun-| 
try,  have  lost  their  force  outside  the  walls  of  this  Capitol.  I  believe  that  the 
whole  country  yet  exhibits  (in  spite  of  bad  legislation,  or  want  of  legislation,) 
a  greater  degree  of  prosperity,  happiness,  personal  security,  personal  liberty, 
and  security  for  private  property,  than  any  other  nation  on  the  face  of  thei 
globe.  I  can  say,  I  think,  with  prid§  and  truth,  that  under  the  W’’hig  Admin¬ 
istration  of  President  Taylor  peace  reigns  throughout  our  borders.  Peace  reigns ' 
in  the  valleys  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio,  and. all  their  splendid  tributaries. 
The  millions  within  the  range  of  the  Alleganies  and  Rocky  Mountains  are  as, 
calm  as  a  summer  morning.  The  toiling  millions,  who  cultivate  the  soil  and 
manage  your  work-shops,  who  beautify  the  surface  of  the  earth,  make  your 
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splendid  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  build  up  your  cities,  loudly  call 
upon  us  to  act  without  delay,  and  promptly  discharge  the  public  business. 
And  as  to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  whether  threatened  by  sectional  meet¬ 
ings,  North  and  South,  or  by  men  in  high  places,' — these  same  millions  of  Ame¬ 
rican  freemen,  scorn  those  who  would  break  down  the  system  of  Government 
established  by  our  revolutionary  fathers,  or  do  any  act  tending  to  a  dissolution 
of  the  union  of  these  United  States.  Time  wiU  crumble  this  Capitol  into 
dust,  before  the  people  will  listen  with  any  respect  to  any  proposition  looking 
to  a  dissolution  of  the  union  of  these  States.  Sir,  I  believe  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  devotedly  attached  to  the  Union,  and  that  the  people  will 
stand  by  him  in  all  his  official  acts  to  maintain  and  uphold  it.  And  wffiy  should 
any  man  for  a  moment  desire  so  dreadful  a  calamity  as  a  dissolution  of  the 
United  States  of  America?  Was  not  the  Union  formed  by  the  joint  sacrifices 
'of  such  men  as  Washington  and  Franklin,  of  Adams  and  Jefferson,  of  Madi¬ 
son  and  Rutledge,  and  others,  who  pledged  their  lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred 
honor,  to  establish  our  liberty,  and  then  framed  the  Constitution  to  secure  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  for  all  time,  the  blessings  of  a  free  republican  Gov¬ 
ernment  ?  Look  at  the  results.  What  nation  on  earth  ever  exhibited,  in  so 
short  a  time,  so  large  an  amount  of  progress  in  every  thing  that  tends  to  make 
man  free,  prosperous,  and  happy?  In  this  vast  Republic,  now  extending  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  from  the  Northern  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  is  found  a  country  so  vast  in  extent,  so  fertile  and  so  beautiful,  so 
prosperous  and  so  desirable,  that  it  may  well  be  said,  that 

“  A  land  more  fair  and  happy, 

Never  sun  viewed  in  his  wide  career.” 

Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  should,  by  wise  legislation  and  moderate  counsels, 
endeavor  to  preserve  this  glorious  heritage.  We  should  stand  by  the  Union — 
we  should  stand  by  the  President,  who  is  determined  to  uphold  it.  And  though 
I  believe  the  President,  were  he  to  consult  his  own  feelings,  would  prefer  the 
quiet  and  peaceful  pursuits  of  private  life,  yet,  as  the  people  of  this  country 
have  called  him  to  his  high  post,  that  he  will  continue  to  fill  it,  as  he  had  filled 
it,  with  true  honor,  and  with  simple  and  unaffected  republican  grace.  .  And  for 
one,  I  can  only  say,  that  while  I  can  raise  my  voice,  or  wield  an  arm  in  its 
defence,  my  voice  shall  be  heard,  and  my  strength  exerted,  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  the  union  of  these  States  against  all  foes,  foreign  or  do¬ 
mestic. 

Hear  what  the  Whigs  of  Ohio,  the  138,000  Whigs  who  voted  for  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  by  their  delegates,  say  in  a  recent  convention  at  their  capitol: 

RE.SOLUTIONS. 

Resolved^  That  we  have  undiminished  confidence  in  the  honesty,  capability,  and  patriotism 
of  President  Taylor  ;  that  we  heai  iily  approve  of  his  Administration,  and  earnestly  commend 
it  to  the  support  of  the  people  of  Ohio  and  the  Union. 
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Resolved,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  recommendation  of  President  Taylor’s  message 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  admission  of  California,  and  that  Congress  should  admit  it  imme¬ 
diately,  independent  of  all  other  propositions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  might  prolong  this  debate  by  referring  in  terms  of  commen¬ 
dation  to  many  of  the  measures  of  the  present  Administration,  as  eminently 
conducive  to  the  public  prosperity.  But  time  admonishes  me  to  forbear.  I 
will,  however,  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  the  President  has  surrounded 
himself  with  a  Cabinet,  some  of  whom  are  personally  known  to  me  as  among 
the  most  eminent  men  of  this  country ;  and  that,  thus  far,  his  Administration 
commands,  and  should  receive,  the  cordial  support  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Look,  sir,  at  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  country  have  been  conducted.  Note  the  treaty  recently  formed  with  Eng¬ 
land  to  secure  a  speedy  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  waters 
at  Nicaragua,  thus  opening  one  of  the  greatest  highways  for  all  nations  to 
California  and  the  East  Indies  that  the  world  ever  saw.  At  any  other  time 
this  treaty  would  be  hailed  as  a  great  achievement  for  any  Administration  ; 
but  in  the  present,  when  all  engrossing  attention  is  given  by  Congress  to  our 
new  territorial  acquisitions,  but  little  has  yet  been  said  about  it.  Time,  I  trust, 
will  show  its  great  importance ,  and  that,  in  addition  to  its  vast  commercial 
importance,  it  will  redound  to  the  peace  and 'prosperity  of  the  two  great  na¬ 
tions  who  have  formed  it. 

I 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  here  avow  my  readiness  ifo  press  for¬ 
ward  the  public  business,  and  to  aid  in  consummating  that  for  which  we  were 
sent  here.  And  I  sincerely  trust  that  all  our  discussions  and  violent  debates 
may  at  last  appear  to  have  been  only  the  ebullitions  of  the  popular  liberty,  and 
that  our  session  may  result  in  wise  action  and  beneficent  legislation. 
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